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Back to the Basics: A StUdH of 1 John - Part VI

The Love that God Hates
| John 2:15-17

l. Because you must not love the world, you must obey
God’s clear command about the world (v. I5).

It is way too easy for those who f‘ight hard against doctrinal
impuritg to find themselves drawn in bH WOI"ldIH passions.

A. It is a command of totality.

Do not love the sgstem of the world, or the th]ﬂgS that are in
the world’s sgstem. Hold love for Christ alone!

B. It is a command of warning.
The stakes are high. Because the Father’s kingdom is at war
with the kingdom of' the world, the two cant coexist peacefully.

To pledge allegiance to one is to declare OppOSi’(iOﬂ to the other.

IIl. Because you must not love the world, you must flee
from the content of the world (v. 16).

Since all that is in the world is from the world, we must not love
any of it

A. You must avoid the cravings of your flesh.
The cravings of' sinful men will never be enough to bring you

satisfaction. Satisf'action is found in Jesus alone, not in anything
that originates in the world’s sgstem.

B. You must avoid the cr‘avings of your eyes.

If it was as easy asJust COﬂtl"Olliﬂg our eyes, we could achieve
our own ViCtOI"U. Since it’s our hearts that control our gyes, we
must plead for the grace of' Christ to grant us deliverance!

C. You must avoid the pride of your life.

This is whatever defines you to others. Ultimatelg, this
arrogance is illogical, since God alone provided you with the giFts
that you have turned into idols.

lll. Because you must not love the world, you must
adopt God's perspective on the worid (v. I7).

The first reason not to love the world has been given (it is self-
originating (v. 16)). The second reason is given here in verse I7.
Look at how God views the worldl

A. Those who choose the world choose current &
future destruction.

This is the climax of' John’s appeal. Ultimatelg, it is foolish to
choose the world since the world is alreadg passing away.

B. Those who choose the Lord choose eternal
reward.

The principle of' death that permeates the world's Kingdom is
the exact opposite of the life that per‘meates God's kingdom.



