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The ingredients of true forgiveness 

 
Of all of the virtues that we develop in our Christian 
lives, none may be more important than the virtue of 
forgiveness.  Since our god is a forgiving god, we must 
practice forgiveness towards those who offend us.  So 
far in our series, we have discovered the importance of 
forgiveness, and the dna of a forgiving person.  As we 
move into part three of our study on the small book of 
Philemon today, we will discover the ingredients of 
true forgiveness, keeping in mind that “you are never 
more like god then when you forgive.” 
 
 
 

I .  Because you must forgive, you must accept the 
offender back (v. 10-11). 
 
a.  Onesimus had repented. 

 
b.  Onesimus had proven himself useful. 

 
II.  Because you must forgive, you must restore 

the offender. 
 
a.  Restoration is based on a knowledge of 

god’s providence. 
 

b.  Restoration involves complete acceptance. 
 

III.  Because you must forgive, you must Make 
things right. 
 
a.  You must repair the relationship. 

 
b.  You must repair the problems. 

 
 

You are never more like god than when you are 
forgiving. 
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