
Standards vs. Sanctification

A Falsely Advertised Fight
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Sanctification: The process of God’s grace by which the 
believer is separated from sin and becomes dedicated to 
God’s righteousness. 

A principle is a Bible truth I must live by. (Non-negotiable) 

A conviction is a personal belief based on a principle. 

A standard is a guideline to help me maintain my 
convictions. 

A preference is my personal desire in an area where no 
principle is involved. 

All of the above ought to be submissive under the 
umbrella of the authority of your parents. 

Theme: Setting personal standards will aid in your 
sanctification! 



Romans 14:23 For whatsoever is not of faith is sin.
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I. The Seeming Conflict.  
A. Some may say, “High Standards = 
Mark of Maturity” 
B. Others may say, “Much Love = No 
need for standards”



Matthew 23:27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which 
indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of 
dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.



I. The Seeming Conflict.  
A. Some may say, “High Standards = 
Mark of Maturity” 
B. Others may say, “Much Love = No 
need for standards”



1 Peter 1:15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be 
ye holy in all manner of conversation;



II. The Scriptural Comments 
A. Your standards must be balanced 

with and controlled by love.           
(I Corinthians 8) 

B. Your standards must be controlled 
by your conscience.                      
(Romans 14:23)



1 Cor. 8:1 Now as touching things offered unto idols, 



4 As concerning therefore the eating of those things that 
are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is 
nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but 
one.



13. Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will 
eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my 
brother to offend.



1 Cor. 8:1 Now as touching things offered unto idols, we 
know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, 
but charity [love] edifieth. 



II. The Scriptural Comments 
A. Your standards must be balanced 

with and controlled by love.           
(I Corinthians 8) 
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by your conscience.                      
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Romans 14:5 One man esteemeth one day above another: 
another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully 
persuaded in his own mind…. 23 And he that doubteth is 
damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for 
whatsoever is not of faith is sin.



Hebrews 12:6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.



III. The Suggested Course 
A. Develop a Biblical conviction. 

(Psalm 101) 
B. Establish a personal standard.



Psalm 101:1 I will sing of mercy and judgment: unto thee, O 
Lord, will I sing. 2 I will behave myself wisely in a perfect 
way. O when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within my 
house with a perfect heart. 3 I will set no wicked thing 
before mine eyes: [principle] 
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Psalm 101:3b I hate the work of them that turn aside; it 
shall not cleave to me. 4 A froward heart shall depart 
from me: I will not know a wicked person. 5 Whoso privily 
slandereth his neighbour, him will I cut off: him that hath 
an high look and a proud heart will not I suffer. 6 Mine 
eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may 
dwell with me: he that walketh in a perfect way, he shall 
serve me. 7 He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within 
my house: he that telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight. 
8 I will early destroy all the wicked of the land; that I may 
cut off all wicked doers from the city of the Lord.



Matthew 5:27 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old 
time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 28 But I say unto 
you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her 
hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.



Romans 13:14 says, “But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts 
thereof.”
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