
Our culture assumes and preaches that questioning or defying 
authority is our constitutional right. We are told more and more that we are 
our own authority. We hear, “No one can tell me how to live my life!” It 
carries all the way to rebellion on the family level. We resist the concept of 
authority. We don’t like submitting to anyone. Rebellion comes naturally.  

When talking about authority the Bible tells us…
Because God _____________ His authority to people, we must replace 
rebellion with _______________!

Rom. 13:1a Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For 
there is no power but of God: 

For us to obey that command, it would be helpful for us to see God’s 
heart and purpose in delegating authority to flawed earthly people. 
Throughout Scripture we see that God instituted authority structures in four 
areas of life: Family, government, church, and the workplace. God is 
sovereign over all four areas. First let’s clear up a few misconceptions…

Authority is NOT…
1. Designed to merely be a _______________ (Mark 10:42-45; 1 Tim. 

4:12).
Notes: ______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
2. Defined as ______________________ (1 Cor. 15:28)
Notes: ______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

3. Designed to merely be a ___________ (Luke 12:42-48; James 3:1; 
Heb. 13:17)

Notes: ______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Authority is…
1. Designed to __________________ God on earth (Rom. 13:1-2). 
Notes: ______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
2. Designed to __________ those who do __________ (Rom. 13:4a; 

Heb 13:17; 1 Peter 2:13-14).
Notes: ______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
3. Designed to ___________ those who do ____________ (Rom. 13:3-4; 
1 Peter 2:13-14). 
Notes: ______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Replace rebellion with _______________! Why? - Because God 
delegates His authority to people - in the family, the church, the 
government, and at work. Do you see some rebellion in your heart that 
needs to be discarded? You must change the way you think about your 
earthly Authorities. God delegates his authority to bless and protect you. 
When you view authority the way God intended it, it will help you submit to 
the authority He placed into your life. 

Passages to Study For Next Week:

1. Ephesians 5:21; 6:1-3,5
2. Colossians 3:20-22
3. Hebrews 13:17
4. 1 Cor. 16:15-16
5. 1 Peter 2:13-18
6. 1 Peter 5:5
7. James 4:7
8. Romans 6:13

9. Prov. 21:1
10. Gen 50:20
11. 1 Cor. 10:13
12. 1 Tim. 2:1-2
13. 1 Timothy 6:1-2
14. Matt. 7:3-5


