A CHRISTMAS STORY

Read: Philippians 2:7

“Suppose there was a king who loved a humble maiden,” begins a parable
by Danish philosopher Soren Kierkegaard (1813-1855). How could he
declare his love for her? She might respond out of fear or coercion, but he
wanted her to love him for himself.

So the king, convinced that he could not appear as a king without crushing
his loved one’s freedom, resolved to descend. He stepped off his throne,
took off his royal robes, and wrapped himself in a shabby cloak. It was no
mere disguise, but a new identity. He took on the life of a servant to win the
young woman’s hand.

What a gamble! She might love him or she might spurn him and send him
away, and he would lose her love forever! But that’s a picture of the choice
God gave to mankind, and that, of course, is what the parable is all about.
Our Lord humbled Himself in an effort to win our love. “Christ Jesus, who,
being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,
but made Himself of no reputation” (Philippians 2:5-7). That is the story of
Christmas: God in a manger; God found in a form that no one could
possibly fear.

Now the question is this: Will we love Him, or will we spurn Him and send
Him away?

Application:
1. How does Jesus’ humility challenge you to love and serve others
with humility?

2. When Jesus draws near, do you welcome His love or keep Him at a
distance? Why?
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One Giant Leap for God

Read: Philippians 2:8

On July 20, 1969, Apollo 11 astronauts landed on the moon. It was an
unprecedented human achievement. Millions remember the words of Neil
Armstrong: “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.”
President Nixon declared, “All humanity is one in their pride.”

Two thousand years earlier, the Creator of the moon made a giant leap of a
vastly different kind. He descended from heaven to earth (Philippians 2:5-
8). God the Son, the eternal Word (John 1:1,14), stepped down from heaven
to become fully human, while remaining fully God. It was an amazing
“leap,” which showed us God’s heart of love. He became one of us so that
He could die on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins. By trusting Him as
our Savior, we are forgiven. We also receive His Spirit, who enables us to
overcome selfish ambition and conceit, and to care for others (Philippians
2:3-4).

A leap into space may unite mankind in the pride of achievement, but it
pales in comparison with what God accomplished when Jesus came from
heaven to earth. He now unites all who trust Him, producing in them a
growing humility and love that replaces selfishness and pride. Going to the
moon is nothing compared to that.

Application:
1. How does Jesus’ “leap” from heaven to earth challenge your view
of what true greatness looks like?

2. In what ways can you show the same humility and love that Jesus
showed when He came down for us?
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The Name

Read: Philippians 2:9
Jesus! No other name draws people together so closely, while at the same
time evoking hatred in others.

In 1999, a political candidate answered a question about who had the
greatest effect on his life by saying, “Jesus Christ. He changed my heart.”
This person’s honest answer was met with disdain from people who detest
the name of Jesus.

On the other hand, people all over the world who love Christ meet every
week to honor and praise Jesus’ name. To them, His name means love, joy,
peace, hope, and forgiveness.

What is it about this name that divides people so clearly? Why do some
treat the name of Jesus with contempt while others hold it in highest
esteem? I think the reason some people can’t stand Jesus’ name is that they
don’t want to be reminded of their sins. Jesus is “the way, the truth, and the
life” (John 14:6), the One who saves us from our sins (Matthew 1:21).

People who refuse to ask for forgiveness from sin cannot love the name of
Jesus. Yet His name “is above every name,” and one day “every tongue
[will] confess that Jesus Christ is Lord” (Philippians 2:9,11).

Jesus! Do you love that name? Praise God for that holy name—and tell
others what Jesus has done for you.

Application:
1. How does your love for Jesus’ name show in the way you live and
speak each day?

2. When others reject or mock Jesus’ name, how can you respond
with both truth and love?
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The One True God

Read: Philippians 2:11

The Pantheon in Rome is a magnificent circular structure that was built in
27 BC and completely reconstructed by the emperor Hadrian about ad 120.
Its purpose was to unite the conquered peoples of the empire by providing a
central place for their gods. When Christians were offered a niche for a
statue of Jesus, they replied, “Never! He cannot stand beside gods that are
not true.”

In AD 609 the Pantheon became a Christian church. Centuries later, a
British lecturer visited Rome and found that all the niches around the wall
were empty except one. It contained a statue of Jesus.

This reminds me that Jesus Christ has no equal in the world. He stands out
from all others. For that reason, Christianity is both the most exclusive and
inclusive religion of all. Christ said that He Himself is the truth and the only
way to God (Jn. 14:6). But forgiveness of sin and knowledge of the true
God are available to all who put their faith in Christ and His atoning death.
It’s no wonder that Paul could not remain silent when he saw an altar in
Athens addressed “to the unknown god.”

Father, we believe that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. Help us by
Your power to let Him have His way in our lives so that others may know
You, the one true God.

Application:
1. What does it mean to you that Jesus stands alone as the one true
God?

2. How can you boldly honor Jesus as the only way to God in a world
full of “other gods” and beliefs?
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Becoming Whole

Read: Philippians 2:12-13

When a friend fell off her bike and suffered a severe brain injury, doctors
weren’t sure she would survive. For several days she remained suspended
between life and death.

The first good news came when she opened her eyes. Then she responded to
simple voice commands. But with every small improvement, anxiety
remained. How far would she progress?

After one difficult day of therapy, her husband was discouraged. But the
very next morning he shared these welcome words: “Sandy’s back!”
Physically, emotionally, psychologically, and mentally, Sandy was
becoming the “self” who we knew and loved.

Sandy’s fall reminds me of what theologians refer to as “the fall” of
mankind (Gen. 3). And her struggle to recover parallels our struggle to
overcome the brokenness of sin (Rom. 7:18). If only her body healed,
recovery would be incomplete. The same would be true if her brain worked
but her body didn’t. Wholeness means that all parts work together for one

purpose.

God is the one healing Sandy, but she has to work hard in therapy to
improve. The same is true of us spiritually. After God saves us through
Christ, we must “work out” our salvation (Phil. 2:12)—not to earn it but to
bring our thoughts and actions into agreement with His purpose.

Application:
1. In what areas of your life do you need God’s healing and help to
become more whole in Him?

2. What does “working out your salvation” look like in your daily
choices and habits?
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