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 You can have a lot of Bible knowledge, but                 
 it may not produced a change in your   
 character. We are going to look at the 

lives of two young men tonight who did 
not respond to their knowledge of the  

   Lord. This passage opens up with the 
destination of the lives of two priests, Hophni  and Phinehas, and 
then the following verses give details of their corruption. The word 
“Belial” means worthless. Their destination in life was being called 
worthless in the Word of God which will last forever. Information 
alone does not produce change. Today I want us to see that: What 
you honor now will direct your future. 

I. Hophni and Phinehas dishonored the worship of the Lord. How? 

A. They made worship all about themselves. 

The personal lives of these two men overflowed into their roles as 
spiritual leaders (as it always will). 

B.They made worship hard for others.  

I Samuel 2:17 Wherefore the sin of the young men was very great 
before the LORD: for men abhorred the offering of the LORD. People 
hated going to worship because they had to deal with these two 
priests. They were terrible leaders. 

II. Hophni and Phinehas dishonored God’s standard of Morality.  

A. They were known for their wickedness.  

It was their open testimony. Many people were talking about it, and 
they did evil unto all Israel. 

B. They were sexually Immoral.  

III. Hophni and Phinehas dishonored their authority. 
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Eli, their father, confronted them about their sin. What was their 
response? They did not listen. 

IV. Hophni and Phinehas dishonored God. 

A.They disdained the Lord.  

B. They died honoring themselves.  

What does God say the result if dishonoring Him will be? They will 
be lightly esteemed. God will not regard highly or favorably upon 
those who do not regard Him highly.  

 After examining your heart in these areas tonight, could it be 
said of you that you would be lightly esteemed by God? Hophni and 
Phinehas led a worthless life that resulted in their death. Do you 
want this to be your legacy? What you honor now will direct your 
future. What you are now is what you are becoming. Hobbies now 
become habits, and habits become lifestyles. Do you have a habit that 
is dishonoring to God? Is this the direction your life is headed? 
Toward worthlessness?… 

Are there some decisions that you need to make right now? What do 
you need to honor?  

1. Maybe you’ve realized that you disrespect the Worship of the 
Lord…  

2. Maybe you’ve realized that you disrespect God’s standard of 
morality… are you immoral in your mind or physically? 

3. Maybe you’ve realized that you disrespect the authority God has 
placed in your life… 

4. Maybe you’ve realized that one or all of the above things is an 
evidence that you do not honor God as you ought to.  

Confess! 


