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Sunday School 

Philemon 1-3 
 

 
An introduction to Philemon:  

 
The preeminent importance of forgiveness 

 
It has been said, “you are never more like God then when you 
forgive.  Yet people are often very unforgiving.  As we study 
the book of Philemon we will discover that because the lord 
forgives you, you must forgive others. 
 
As we introduce the book of philemon today, let’s consider 
three critical truths that will serve as the framework for 
our study through this incredible book. 
 

I.  The extraordinary importance of 
forgiveness. 
 
a.  God is a god who practices forgiveness 

 
b.  God is a god who teaches forgiveness 

 
II.  The amazing example of forgiveness: 

Philemon 
 
a.  The background of Philemon 

 
i.  It was written when paul was in 

prison. 
 

ii.  Paul wrote the book when he wrote 
philippians, Colossians, and 
ephesians. 
 

b.  The characters in philemon 
 

i.  Paul – the imprisoned apostle 
 

ii.  Timothy – With Paul in Rome 
 

iii.  Philemon – The beloved friend 
 

iv.  Apphia – the wife of philemon 
 

v.  Archippus – the son of philemon 
 

vi.  Onesimus – the runaway slave 
 

c.  The story of phile 

i.  Onesimus runs away 
 

ii.  Onesimus meets paul and jesus 
 

 
iii.  Paul writes a letter 

 
III.  The incredible responsibility of forgiveness 

 
a.  Since you have been forgiven, you must be 

forgiving. 
 

b.  If you don’t forgive, god won’t forgive 
you. 

 
You are never more like god 
then when you are forgiving. 


